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AL HUDA SCHOOL HOSTS ANSAAR

AND MUHAJIROON DAY

Staff and Students Bring the Seerah to Life!

ore than 1,400 years ago, when the Prophet

Muhammad #£ and his followers migrated to
Madinah to escape persecution, the Ansaar (residents
of Madinah) welcomed the Muhajiroon (immigrants)
with open hearts. Though the Muhajiroon had left
everything behind for the sake of Allah, the Prophet
L& formalized their bond by pairing each Muhajir
with an Ansar. This partnership wasn’t merely
symbolic but was built on shared resources, mutual
support,and a deep sense of unity. This remarkable
moment in history remains a powerful example of
fostering brotherhood in a community.

To honor this legacy, Al-Huda School held its annual
Ansaar and Muhajiroon Day on September 24-25,
as part of this year’s theme, “Rooted in Revelation,
Rising to the Sky” The day highlighted lessons from
the Seerah and Qur'an, emphasizing compassion,

unity, and ihsaan—excellence in character and action.

Students reflected on Surah Hashr, Ayah 9, which
describes how the Ansaar selflessly prioritized the
needs of others, a virtue echoed in every activity
throughout the day.

The event also drew parallels to modern struggles,
such as the displacement of Palestinians, likening
them to the Muhajiroon, while communities offering

refuge reflect the spirit of the Ansaar. Students
connected these lessons to their own lives, sharing
stories of emigrating family members and learning
that helping others strengthens both faith and
community.

Activities throughout the day reinforced these
themes. Elementary students made flower bouquets
for their Muhajir partners and participated in a
relay race promoting teamwork. Middle schoolers
engaged in a blind drawing challenge to build trust
and connection, while Imam Sabri guided students
in sharing personal traits, du’as, and ways they
could support each other. High school students
built human bridges, symbolizing strength and
collaboration. These activities encouraged students
to embrace one another across grades and deepen
bonds of brotherhood and sisterhood.

Ansaar and Muhajiroon Day beautifully embodied
the spirit of ihsaan and unity. It reminded us

that helping one another fulfills a Sunnah and
strengthens our Ummah. As we move forward, may
we carry these lessons in our hearts and actions,
embodying the love, support,and compassion that
reflect the essence of our faith.
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Raayan Siddique with his father Reaz

Arwaa Weathersby

ver the past few months, Dar-us-Salaam has

been honored with graduating six new Hifzh
students, Allahu Akbar! Ameerah Suhail, Rayaan
Siddique, Aisha Islam, Arwaa Weathersby, Zahir
Baig,and Omar Ghori all completed the incredible
accomplishment of memorizing the entire Qurian.
Whether they started at a young age or in high
school, no matter if the journey took three years,
or five, all of them shared the same sentiment:
completing Hifzh was their dream goal, and now
it is a stepping stone towards deepening their
relationship with the Qur'an. Here are some
reflections of what our recent Huffazh had to say
about reaching this milestone:

“This journey is a stepping stone for life. | heard
somewhere that there’s nobody that’s hoping more
for the favors and blessings of Allah than someone
who memorizes the Qur'an. For me that summarizes
the entire journey, because | see it as an insurance
and reassurance for life; said Ameerah Suhail.

“Surah Taha is one of my favorite surahs because
when | was little, my mom used to take me with her
to Quran classes when | was around five or six years
old. | was memorizing this Surah since | was there

Siddique at his Hifzh Graduation!

Aisha Islam

DAR-US-SALAAM HIFZH

PROGRAMS GRADUATE 6 NEW HUFFAZH!

with her. So when | was memorizing in Hifzh school
and | came to Surah Taha | was like “wow, you've
finally reached this surah!” | finished it and it made
me so happy to memorize a surah that | memorized
with my mom;, said Arwaa Weathersby.

“I remember when | was six or seven years old being
so happy to memorize three ayat from Surah Al-
Imran, and now I’ve memorized the whole Quran!
The reason | wanted to join Hifzh school is actually
funny. My brother Raiyan Islam [Hifzh Grad #133]
joined, and after a few months | looked at him and
thought “Subhanallah, what a beautiful thing he’s
doing, so why can’t | do it?” | asked my mother to join
the Hifzh program, and a few of my close friends also
joined the Dar-us-Salaam Hifzh School at the same
time, so | had someone with me to talk to and go on
this journey with me; said Aisha Islam.

Dar-us-Salaam congratulates all our Huffazh
graduates and their families on this amazing
accomplishment. May Allah continue to allow the
light of the Quran to inspire your lives! If you are
ready to start your journey visit our website to
inquire about our full-time Dar-us-Salaam Hifzh
School or our part-time Qur’an Institute.
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Br. Samir strengthening Dar-us-Salaam'’s connections through

heartfelt awards.

Sheikh Mohamed Abdullahi from Muslim Community

Center and Imam Safi share a warm embrace.

DAR-US-SALAAM HONORS LOCAL MASAJID

WITH COOPERATION AWARDS

Masjid Leaders honored in their contribution and support of
Dar-us-Salaam over the last 30 years.

a’aawun means to cooperate. Allah says in the
Qur’an “and cooperate with one another in
goodness and righteousness” [Surah Mai’dah, Ayah 2]

Over the past three decades, Dar-us-Salaam grew
from a small seed that was planted for the sake of
Allah, and nourished with the love and support of
its community to become the tree with branches
standing tall today. As we celebrate this incredible
milestone, Dar-us-Salaam honored local masajid
around the DMV who cooperated with us, helped us
build this community, and thanked them for their
efforts. From those who have tirelessly fundraised
and championed our mission of providing Islamic
education, to those who graciously opened their
doors to us in our early days, Imam Safi Khan took a
heartfelt moment to honor and recognize each one
as he presented their awards.

“On behalf of McLean Islamic Center, | want to thank
the entire community of Dar-us-Salaam for two
things, said Dr. Sultan Chaudhry upon receiving the
award. “Number one is the genesis of our Islamic
Center started with the Dar-us-Salaam community,
and specifically with Uncle Safi, not that long ago.
We are in Tysons Corner and mashaaAllah, we have

grown to a point where this past Jumuah, we had
nine Jumuah prayers at multiple locations.

The second thing is the educational connection that
we have. Sheikh Nahawandi is one of our Quran
teachers at McLean Islamic Center,and he also
teaches at Dar-us-Salaam as well. We are two very
close organizations to each other, so we thank you
for all the work you’ve done. Supporting anything
that Uncle Safi does means a lot. | grew up in
Hagerstown, Maryland, whose masjid [ISWMD] also
received an award. All the boys from Hagerstown
call him Uncle Safi, not Imam Safi, not Ustadh Safi,
because he was our first Imam at Hagerstown. Thank
you Uncle Safi,and thank you to everyone who has
been supporting this community’

Dar-us-Salaam extends its immense gratitude to
the honorable community masajid who helped us
in our mission over the past three decades and
looks forward to the collaborations that will take
place in the future with organizations for our united
cause. Dar-us-Salaam’s success and legacy is an
embodiment of community effort,and we wouldn’t
be here today without you.
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The following Masajid were recognized for their cooperation
in goodness and righteousness with Dar-us-Salaam:

Muslim Community Center (MCC)
Prince George’s Muslim Association (PGMA)
Islamic Society of Western Maryland (ISWMD)
Islamic Center of Maryland (ICM)
Maryum Islamic Center
First Hijrah Foundation
Waldorf Masjid

Indonesian Muslim Association in America (IMAAM) Center
Islamic Society of the Washington Area (ISWA)

Dar-al-Hijrah
McLean Islamic Center

Islamic Research & Humanitarian Services Center (IRHSCA)

Islamic Society of Frederick
Dar-al-Tagwa
Masjid ibn Taymiyyah
Islamic Community Center of Laurel (ICCL)

IMAM SAFI AND DUS YOUTH DELIVER JUMUAH

KHUTBAHS ON HIGH ASPIRATIONS ACROSS THE DMV

On Friday, September 27,2024, Imam Safi Khan
along with Dar-us-Salaam Youth Director,
Ibrahim Khan, and Dar-us-Salaam Youth board
member, Yaseen Muhammad, gave Jumuah Khutbahs
at multiple locations on the same topic: Having
High Aspirations. Imam Safi Khan delivered his
Jumuah Khutbah at the Diyanet Center of America,
while Ibrahim Khan held his at Howard University
and Yaseen Muhammad was at the University of
Maryland, College Park.

The Jumuah Khutbahs delivered highlighted the
importance of striving and moving forward through
difficulty as Muslims, and served as a beneficial
reminder to the community of what it means to
reach for the highest goal: Jannah, through the
means of knowledge, Ibadah, and Da'wah.

“I wanted to take this opportunity to tell people
about this noble characteristic and trait, firstly

as a reminder to myself, and as reminder to our
community to focus on what makes us the most
productive and efficient as Muslims in the Dunya,
so that it leads us to Jannah in the Akhirah; said
Yaseen Muhammad.

“This was the first time a khateeb from the Dar-us-
Salaam community gave a Khutbah at the Howard
University Muslim Student Association Jumuah;
said Ibrahim Khan. “The topic was very relevant

as university is a place where young Muslims are
striving to become more intelligent and effective
members of society. After Jumuah | had many
discussions with students who were inspired by the
subject of high aspirations. Many of them didn’t even
know about Dar-us-Salaam, so | had an opportunity
to tell them about our community, Alhamdulillah’”
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Imam Sabri going out for dinner with other AMJA attendees, including some Al-Maghrib Imams: Sheikh Waleed
Basyouni, Sheikh Navaid Aziz, and Sheikh Ammar Al-Shukry!

IMAM SABRI ATTENDS AMJA'S 20TH ANNUAL
CONFERENCE IN TEXAS

he Assembly of Muslim Jurists in America,

Abdelrahman Elridi fundraising for LifeUSA outside the
Dar-us-Salaam Jumuah at Knights of Columbus.

SUPPORTING ISLAMIC CAUSES WITH
JUMUAH FUNDRAISERS

LifeUSA car fresheners

faces; said Imam Sabri. “Sheikh Salah Alsawy is

commonly known as AMJA, holds annual Figh
conferences in which Imams from around the United
States and Canada unite to discuss and learn about
specific topics and issues in the Muslim community.
Dar-us-Salaam’s Assistant Imam Sabri Benkahla,
along with over 565 Imams, attended AMJA's 20th
annual conference this year titled “Figh Responses
to Challenges Facing Muslim Families in the West,
which was held on the weekend of September 27-29
in Houston, Texas.

“The main part of the event is when the people
who wrote the research present their theses and
discuss the topic, explained Imam Sabri. “All the
ahkam (rulings) from pre-marriage to post-marriage
and divorce were talked about, even down to the
small details” The topics ranged from household
leadership and financial responsibilities to more
sensitive issues like domestic violence and
inheritance.

“There were Imams who | haven’t seen in over
20 years, so it was really nice to see some old

the president of AMJA and he is one of my earliest
teachers, so it was great to see him! He was
impressed with the FAITH publications books

we have”

The following Monday, September 30, 2024, AMJA
held a post-conference interactive workshop titled
“Supporting Couples: A Workshop on Couples
Counseling for Imams” which Imam Sabri attended.

“The special seminar about couples therapy was run
by a professional, and | really enjoyed it because she
walked us through a lot of good information and
activities. That workshop was the highlight of my
visit” said Imam Sabri.

Imam Sabri returned from his AMJA conference visit
with more knowledge and tools to equip him in his
role as the Dar-us-Salaam Assistant Imam. Our Dar-
us-Salaam Imam’s Office is open to the community
and provides Islamic counseling for anyone in need.
You can reach us by calling our phone 301-982-9848
or by emailing us at imam@darussalaam.org .
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Local Masajid and Islamic organizations come to
Dar-us-Salaam Jumuah to fundraise.

ar-us-Salaam Jumuahs held at Knights of

Columbus (KOC) have become a hub for local
and nation-wide masajid and Islamic organizations
to visit and fundraise for their causes! As the local
community shows up every Friday to attend Jumuah
prayers, many organizations reach out to request
if they can come and fundraise at our location. We
assist them with set-up, provide our own wireless
card readers, and volunteer to share their marketing
materials. As a result, we’ve established wonderful
relationships with many local masajid and non-
profits in the DMV area, and even with some across
the country.

On Friday, September 20, 2024, Abdelrahman Elridi,
Imam & Executive Director of Quba Center in
Sterling, VA came to fundraise at KOC on behalf of
LifeUSA to raise funds for orphans around the world,
particularly those in Gaza.

“All of the masajid, especially established ones

like Dar-us-Salaam, are the connection between
our organization and the community. The masajid
fulfill the role of getting the donations from the
community, and we take care of the second phase
of delivering the funds to those in need. | would
love to thank every single one in the community
who donated and made dua for us,and | would
love to thank all of the Dar-us-Salaam volunteers,
employees, and managers for giving us the
opportunity to come here and get all of these funds
for the orphans. May Allah bless the community.
May Allah bless volunteers and the employees, and
May Allah gather them with the Prophet peace be
upon him and the orphans in Jannah, said Imam
Abdelrahman.
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TOWN HALL WITH SHURA

SHURA HOSTED A MEETING TO SHARE UPDATES

ON ITS PROGRESS AND ADDRESS QUESTIONS AND

CONCERNS FROM COMMUNITY MEMBERS.

Q o You mentioned that the graduated

¢ students are doing well, what is the
definition of “doing well”? How many of them
are in professional services, Hifzh programs,
getting into marketing, or coming back to serve
the community, etc.? Do you have any statistics
or breakdowns on the success of Al-Huda School
students after graduating high school?

A. In terms of going to college, our student

® college acceptance rates have been
between 97% to 100% by and large. Our students
choose their college of choice and get accepted.
As for which fields they get into afterwards and
their success later on, that is usually self-reported
by the students themselves. Many of our alumni
have gone on to be successful in various fields
like law, Islamic education, and STEM, but we can
definitely look into collecting more information
and consolidating it. That’s a very good idea.

Q e The concept of Islamic etiquettes, adab,

® courtesy, politeness, is very important in
today’s self-centered culture,and it's where we
need help as parents of elementary, middle and
high school children. Are there programs catered
to the different age groups?

» Your point is well taken. We have an all-staff

* halagah on a weekly basis where we address
some of these issues of Islamic etiquettes, and
everything we discuss is all rooted in Aqeedah. Over
the past year we have been talking about how all of
our lives as Muslims are rooted in Aqeedah, and if the
Aqeedah is straight then the proper Islamic etiquette
will fall in place.

Alhamdulillah, this is also what has been expressed
in our Islamic Studies textbooks that we have created
by our publishing arm FAITH Publications. These
textbooks emphasize the importance of Aqeedah

and Islamic etiquette. Alhamdulillah, our youth are
taking those lessons to heart. As a result of that,
we’ve seen them change in the ways they talk, their
perspectives, priorities, and they’ve even learned how
to talk to non-Muslims and missionaries who knock
on their doors. Some of our 10th graders have faced
them head on without being shy, but with the utmost
etiquette while being gentle and polite.

Another thing we emphasize to our students is
respecting elders, and that is why we have programs
such as Ansaar-ul-Birr to get students involved and
do something in action, not just learn it theoretically.
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Hence, why you see a lot of parents get involved
with our social services and other projects. They
bring their children on the weekends to participate
and serve the community. This is all part of our
etiquette enrichment series.

Q e Is it possible for tuition to be decreased or
® for there to be scholarships to support the
people who want to send their children to Al-
Huda School? Also, how can we create investment
opportunities for Dar-us-Salaam and Al-Huda
School so that they will be less dependent on
fundraising and become more self-sufficient?

o All the different programs that we're adding

® are to increase funding sources for Al-Huda
School and to allow for more students to attend.
Recently, the Sooq has had its hours extended -
we're now open 8 am. to 7:30 pm, Monday to Friday.
There’s also Cars4Jannah and many other programs
that are bringing in funds. We do have a financial aid
program for people who are unable to afford tuition
and we try to help them as much as we possibly
can. Then we also reach out to the community for
help. In recent years we’ve given over half a million
dollars in financial aid to different families. We
invite anyone who would like to help, or has any
investment or program ideas to reach out to us with
their ideas.

® opportunities, especially for those of us who
are parents of students at Al-Huda School?

Q » IS there a way to find out about volunteer

o We encourage you to get on our mailing list!

® We are always sending out emails about our
upcoming events to the Dar-us-Salaam community.
You can go with your children and get involved in
helping other people with Ansaar-ul-Birr, our social
services team. It’s something we always encourage
in our Al-Huda School’s weekly newsletter where we
always have a monthly theme. For example, if the
theme is brotherhood and sisterhood, we encourage
you as parents to volunteer at these events and
model what brotherhood and sisterhood means to
your children. That way the children can take what
they’ve learned in the classroom and implement it
in the real world. Ansaar-ul-Birr is always on the
lookout for more volunteers!

Dar-us-Salaam encourages participation in Town
Hall meetings for community members of all ages.
These gatherings provide an opportunity to voice
concerns, ask questions, and stay informed. For those
unable to attend, we invite you to reach out to us
directly to share your feedback or inquiries. To stay
in the loop about our upcoming events, sign up to
our mailing list by visiting www.darussalaam.org .

- f you haven't been receiving emails from Dar-us-Salaam about
the latest updates and events, there's an easy fix. It's likely
that the emails are getting filtered into your promotions or spam

f.
ARE YOU GETTING OUR EMAILS?

IF NOT, FOLLOW THESE STEPS

folder instead of your primary inbox.

First, check your promotions folder and move any emails from
Dar-us-Salaam to your primary inbox. If the emails have been
going to your spam folder, you'll need to open one of Dar-us-
Salaam’s emails and mark it as "not spam.”’

We want to make sure all of our subscribers are kept in the loop
about news and events. If you continue to have trouble receiving
our emails, you can contact the Donor Care Office at 301-982-
2061 or email us at donorcare@darussalaam.org for further
assistance.

By taking these simple steps, you can ensure you don't miss out

on any important updates and event information!
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Students creating their mosaic tiles

SPECIAL NEEDS ART SESSION BRINGS JOY

TO OUR COMMUNITY

On September 22nd, Dar-us-Salaam hosted

a Special Needs Art Session led by artist

and community member Sister Nadia Jenkins, in
collaboration with our social services teams Ansaar-
ul-Birr and Helpers to Good. The event provided a
rare opportunity for children with special needs to
explore their creativity in a welcoming and inclusive
environment.

“Art has such significance in Islamic history; said Sr.
Nadia, who first came to Dar-us-Salaam 20 years ago
to study Tajweed and is now teaching at Tarbiyah
Academy. ‘Anytime there’s an opportunity to bring art
to the community, I'm happy to take it”

The children’s excitement was infectious as they

4B\
71

YOUR IMPACT BY

THE NUMBERS!

decorated tiles, proudly creating their own unique
pieces of art. For many families, especially those new
to the area or recent refugees, this was a meaningful
day out of the house and a chance to connect with
the community. One mother shared, “It’s great to
have something specifically for special needs—you
don’t hear about that often”

It was heartwarming to see the joy on the children’s
faces and to hear from parents who appreciated the
safe, supportive space. Were grateful to Sr. Nadia
Jenkins and our teams at Ansaar-ul-Birr and Helpers
to Good for making this event possible. Moments like
these remind us of the power of creativity to uplift
and unite us all.
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230+

AHS HIGH
SCHOOL GRADS

140+

HIFZH GRADUATES
TO DATE

ADVOCATE FOR PALESTINE

his fall, October 7, 2024, marked a year of the

ongoing genocide in Palestine.As a Muslim
community, we know and recognize that these
atrocities extend all the way back to the Nakba
in 1948, and the current onslaught is another
unthinkable act of oppression in the attempt to
ethnically cleanse the Palestinian population. In
response to the injustice, the voices of our alumni,
staff,and community members have been loud and
clear in calling for the genocide to stop and for
justice to be brought.

On the week of October 7th, some of our Al-

Huda School alumni who are now students at the
University of Maryland (UMD) attended the events
held by the university’s Students Justice for Palestine
(SJP) movement. The “All Week for Palestine”
program, which was held by SJP in response to them
winning a lawsuit against UMD for impending on
their freedom of speech, consisted of a community
gathering, dua, film screenings, poetry, art,and

other teachings to spread information about the
Palestinian cause. The week-long events ended with
a bake sale at Jumuah to fundraise for Gaza.

Jannah Nassar, a former student of Al-Huda School
and a long-time Dar-us-Salaam community member,
is one of the active members of SIP.

13+

ORPHANS
SUPPORTED

50 +

TONS OF FOOD
DISTRIBUTED AT
OUR FOOD DRIVES

$750,000

IN EMERGENCY RELIEF
TO FAMILIES

‘Alhamdulillah, it was a successful week and a
pivotal moment as we recognized that we have so
many more people [supporting our cause] than just
the Muslim and Arab community, especially when
we saw people from all walks of life coming and
attending the speech that night [of Oct. 7], said
Jannah.

Imam Sabri Benkahla also gave a speech regarding
the Palestinian cause at George Mason University
on October 3,2024.“l was invited to speak at
George at Mason University’s SIP event that was
held regarding Marcellus Williams’ execution and
the current slaughter in Palestine; he said.“| talked
about the lessons we can learn from Marcellus
William’s experience and how it can be applied to
the Palestinian cause as well” The talk delivered by
Imam Sabri touched on three main points of yageen,
da’'wa, and contentment with Allah’s decree.

We ask Allah to alleviate the pains of those suffering
in Palestine and around the world, to lift their
burdens and to end their oppression. Please keep our
Palestinian brothers and sisters in your du’a, as well
as those suffering in Sudan, Yemen, Lebanon, Syria
and the rest of the Muslim Ummabh.

2,300+

PEOPLE BENEFITED
FROM SOCIAL SERVICES




Sweet treats for a sweeter cause!

AL-HUDA SCHOOL STUDENTS BRING
FUN TO FUNDRAISING!

Each year, Al-Huda School embarks on a school-
wide fundraising competition, where students

form teams to raise funds for exciting improvement
projects. In recent years, these efforts have brought
a new basketball court and a soccer field to life. For

2023 and 2024, the spotlight is on a multi-phase
renovation to transform the school courtyard into a
vibrant, multi-purpose hub for students.

This year, in celebration of Al-Huda’s 30th
anniversary, the school community is rallying to
raise $150,000. With these funds, the courtyard will
become a dynamic space for gathering, learning,
and growing—a place that fosters connection and

creativity while serving as a venue for events, prayer,

and relaxation.

Al-Huda School’s annual fundraising competition
unites the entire school in friendly rivalry, with a
total of 26 teams, including the Dar-us-Salaam
Hifzh school, participating! Weekly winners from
elementary, middle, and high school levels earn
prizes for their fundraising efforts, adding extra
excitement to the campaign. Supporters can donate
to individual or class pages to help their teams win
big! Each day, there’s a new sale or initiative led by

the students who unleash their creative, competitive
spirits to get their class to win. Here’s a snapshot of
a fundraising competition week at Al-Huda School:

e MONDAY kicked off with a special event — the
8th grade boys’ pizza lunch sale. Since the older
boys aren’t allowed on the sisters’ side, the girls
stepped up and sold the pizza for them! It was
absolutely adorable watching the girls deliver
pizzas to classrooms during lunchtime, handing
out the pre-ordered slices to eager students. The
whole event had a warm and friendly vibe, with
everyone working together to make it a success.

e On TUESDAY,the 4th grade girls took over with
a fantastic ice cream and handmade jewelry
sale. They set up two tables right beside their
teachers in the hallway, where they sold cute
bracelets they’d made themselves and served ice
cream to anyone with a sweet tooth. It was a bit
chaotic in the best way possible, as the tables
were packed with excited students eager to buy
some unique jewelry or enjoy a frozen treat. The
energy was high, and the students couldn’t wait
to get their hands on something special!
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Raising dough, one pizza slice at a time!

e WEDNESDAY brought a mouthwatering spread,
courtesy of the 11th grade girls. They had
platters of rice and chicken, sandwiches, and
refreshing juice for sale. The girls worked hard
to pack up the orders and roll the food around to
different classrooms on carts. It was a great way
to share a delicious lunch with classmates while
supporting the school’s efforts. Students were
happily munching away as the lunch rolled in,
bringing smiles all around.

¢ THURSDAY'’S highlight was the 2nd grade boys’
bake sale, which turned into a community affair!
Moms and teachers joined the fun to assist the
kids. The table was filled to the brim with donuts,
cupcakes, tea, cotton candy, and chocolates.
There was so much to choose from that it was
hard to decide! The scene was a little chaotic,
with excited little ones and hijabis crowded
around, but it was all part of the fun. The treats
were a hit,and everyone left with something
sweet in hand.

Teamwork never tasted so sweet
(or cheesy)!

As the competition unfolds, each week is filled with
joy, teamwork, and community spirit. Every sale
brings its own charm, underscoring the power of
collective effort.

The annual fundraising competition at Al-Huda
School is more than just a drive to meet financial
goals; it’s a celebration of community, creativity,
and connection. Each sale, event, and friendly
rivalry reflects the school’s core values—teamwork,
generosity,and a shared vision for the future. As
the courtyard transformation project takes shape,
it's heartwarming to see how every slice of pizza,
bracelet, and baked treat sold brings the school
closer to its dream of a space where students can
learn, grow, and thrive together. With everyone
working hand in hand, this 30th anniversary
fundraising campaign is not just a milestone—it’s a
testament to what a united community can achieve.
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Hikers reflecting on the Great Falls

DAR-US-SALAAM AND PGMA YOUTH EXPLORE

GREAT FALLS TOGETHER!

Youth-led collaboration gets the community together to go on

a hike at Great Falls in Virginia.

n a cold yet sunny Sunday morning, around

100 people of all ages gathered at Great Falls,
Virginia to go on a family-friendly hike led by a
collaborative effort from the Dar-us-Salaam and
Prince George’s Muslim Association (PGMA) Youth
groups. The hike, held on October 27,2024, was a
chance for community renewal and a fun activity to
reflect on the creation of Allah.

Families, friends, mothers with their young children,
and youth all came together to attend the hike. Imam
Sabri of Dar-us-Salaam and Imam Hassan of PGMA
both delivered some heartfelt reflections at the end
of the hiking trail, surrounded by the stunning views
while reminding everyone of the meaning of Taqwa
and the importance of pondering on the magnificence
of Allah’s creations.

After helping each other hike the rocky trail, capturing
photos of the blue water and the stunning fall foliage,
and trekking thousands of steps back and forth while
engaged in deep discussions, the hiking group came
back at the end for communal lunch and Dhuhr Salah.

“We should do collaboration hikes more often with
Dar-us-Salaam, said one of the sisters who volunteers
for PGMA Youth.

“I really enjoyed coming out to Great Falls and
getting to know people while enjoying the beautiful
views. Hiking together really helped build a sense of
community and friendship as we helped each other
complete the trail; said one of the attendees.

‘Advice was given, laughs were shared, and good
memories were made on that day” she conitinued.

Dar-us-Salaam and PGMA Youth also held a photo
contest for the hiking attendees in order to encourage
everyone to reflect on the signs and creation of Allah.
For the contest, everyone was asked to take a photo
from the hike and combine it with a caption reflecting
on one of the ayat of the Qur'an. We received multiple
entries, all of which had amazing photographs! Below
are the two entries that won — congratulations to Ala
Hussen and Mahmood Munasar!

Hiking ’roge’rher really helped
build a sense of community
and friendship as we helped

each other comp|e’re the trail.
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DOUBLE YOUR
DONATION

CORPORATE MATCHING:

HOW IT WORKS

Check to see if your employer will match your donation
at: alhudaschoolmd.org/double-the-donation

If your employer will match your donations, fill out and
submit your employer matching forms. Your HR department
should have them, or we can get them for youl!

Be happy that you doubled your donation and
spread the word!

@ Double # Donation

If you need any help call the Dar-us-Salaam Funding Development office
at (301) 982-2061 or email: fundingedarussalaam.org
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Over 600 parents,alumni,and community members came together to celebrate the 30th Anniversary Banquet.

COMMUNITY PACKS 30TH YEAR
ANNIVERSARY BANQUET

community based full-time Islamic School open

for thirty years impacts tens of thousands of lives.

That part of Al-Huda School’s story was on display
at its 30th Anniversary banquet on December 7,
2024 at Eleanor Roosevelt High School. The dinner
setup for 450 guests in the school cafeteria proved
to be insufficient to cater to the approximately 600
community members, parents, and supporters who
attended the fundraising event.

‘Alhumdulillah, we always order extra food, so food
was not an issue at all, we just had to set up more
chairs in the back for all the extra people, it was

a good problem to have; said Shamila Hashim,

one of the Vice-Principals of Al-Huda School who
volunteered to lead the banquet logistics. “Everyone
was really happy with the event and how smooth
things went”

With smiles and “30th year” congratulations all
around, current and former parents, as well as current
and former Al-Huda School students reconnected
and reminisced about their years learning together
at one of the nation’s most reputable K-12 full-time
Islamic Schools.

Al-Huda School and the Dar-us-Salaam community
building project itself were initiated and built by
youth, some in college while others were just starting
their own families; the youth were inspired and led by
Brother Safi Khan in the 1990s. To highlight the youth-
led nature of Dar-us-Salaam, the shura handed over
the master of ceremonies duties to two youth - Samir
Kabir, a graduate from the Al-Huda High School class
of 2015, and Yusra Ridwanur Rahman, a 5th grader
from the future Al-Huda High School class of 2030 (in
shaa Allah).

“The girl was so poised and confident on stage, | did
not expect that from a 5th grader; remarked one
attendee.

The City of College Park and the Prince George’s
County Council each presented Al-Huda School with
an official proclamation recognizing the 30th year
anniversary and also the positive impact the Dar-
us-Salaam community has had on the local region.
Mayor Fazlul Kabir, himself a parent of Al-Huda School
alumni, and Councilman Jacob Hernandez represented
the City of College Park while County Councilman
Calvin Hawkins represented the Prince George’s
County Council.
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Right Top: Imam Safi Khan accepts proclamations from the City of College Park and Prince George’s County on behalf
of Dar-us-Salaam. Right Bottom: Al-Huda’s 4th-grade girls (left) and 5th grade boys (center and right) perform with
confidence instilled through Islamic education.

Referencing the theme of the evening “Rooted

in Revelation, Rising to the Sky, taken from the
parable in Surah Ibrahim about a ‘good word” being
like a good tree whose roots are firmly planted

in the ground, while its branches grow high and
always produce fruits, Brother Safi said the school
was founded in 1995 to teach and remind people
about Allah, starting with the kalimah, which is
part of the meaning of ‘good word. Furthering this
reflection, Br Safi said the foundation of the school,
and the foundations of its “fruits” - its students and
graduates - was strong and confident in Allah.“To
realize this progress, it is because Allah has helped
us, and because of the sincerity of everyone’s hearts,
said Br Safi.

The evening included nasheed performances and
skits in arabic by Sister Zeinab El-Mahmoudi’s 5th
grade boys class as well as a performance by the 4th
grade girls and 7th grade boys from Sister Naima
Jermouni’s Arabic class. Another 5th grade student,
Ahlam Muzein, role played as a future Al-Huda

Superintendent in 2054, and updated the donors and
supporters on the 33 branches of Al-Huda School
across the nation, and the 6 branches in cities across
the globe, including an additional 3 Al-Huda Schools
in Palestine. The high aspirations and goals of our
students was clear for all to see,

Dr. Haroon Bagai, the Al-Huda School principal,
motivated the attendees to raise $200,000, a goal
which was quickly surpassed, alhumdulillah. Dar-us-
Salaam also awarded area masajid and businesses
for their support of Islamic Education at Al-Huda
School over the last three decades, presenting each
with a plaque. “We all need to do our part, because
Al-Huda School and Dar-us-Salaam need to be active
until the Day of Judgement, said one attendee as he
congratulated school leaders. “This is our school,and
our duty”

A video of the event is available on Dar-us-Salaam’s
youtube channel at youtube.com/@DarusSalaam
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FIND YOUR SACRED BOND:

The sunnah-Based Path to Marriage

platform today!
e in a halal

Join our trusted matchmaking

Sacred Bond helps you find your spous
and Allah-centered way.

e Our High School

('ﬂl] e Islamic Studies
Textbooks

are impacting

our students, and

they can impact

YOU TOO.
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to purchase

faithpublications.org



